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Introduction. The concept of syntactic variability is
vital in the field of foreign language learning, as it
encompasses the range and adaptability of sentence
structures that learners need to develop fluency and express
complex ideas effectively. Syntactic variability allows
language learners to construct sentences in multiple ways,
promoting a deeper understanding of grammar, meaning,
and nuances in the target language. This concept is
particularly important for achieving proficiency, as it helps
students move beyond rigid, formulaic patterns, enabling
them to express thoughts dynamically and contextually. By
incorporating syntactic variability into language learning
curricula, educators can foster greater flexibility in
students’ language use, allowing them to adapt their speech
and writing based on conversational context, audience, and
intent. This variability is also crucial for enhancing
interpretive skills, as learners encounter diverse sentence
structures in authentic texts. Research shows that exposure
to and practice with variable syntactic forms can
significantly improve learners’ ability to comprehend and
produce complex sentences, thereby advancing their overall
communicative competence.

Furthermore, the concept supports  cognitive
development by encouraging learners to think critically
about language patterns, making them better equipped to
handle the complexities of real-world communication. In
this way, understanding and applying syntactic variability
bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge of grammar
and practical language use, providing learners with
essential tools for effective communication across diverse
contexts and enhancing their language acquisition process
as a whole.

Literature review. Syntactic variability refers to the
capacity to use different syntactic structures to express
similar or related meanings. In the context of foreign
language learning, syntactic variability encompasses
learners’ ability to choose from a range of sentence
structures, which can enhance their expressive power and
communicative competence. Understanding syntactic
variability in language acquisition can provide insights into
how learners develop flexibility and fluency in language
use, and help instructors foster more versatile language
skills in students.

Theoretical Framework of Syntactic Variability.
Syntactic variability is deeply rooted in the concept of
interlanguage, which reflects learners’ evolving linguistic
system as they progress in learning a second language [11].
As learners acquire new structures, they may begin to
alternate between simple and complex sentences, gradually
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moving from rigid to flexible language use [6]. According
to Ellis [4], syntactic variability is essential for achieving
fluency as it allows learners to adapt their language use to
different contexts, settings, and communicative goals. The
theory of input and interaction [9] also supports the role of
syntactic variability. Exposure to varied syntactic patterns
in authentic contexts encourages learners to internalize
multiple structures. Researchers have argued that engaging
with syntactic variability not only aids in vocabulary and
grammatical knowledge but also helps in developing
pragmatic competence [1].

Cognitive Approaches to Syntactic Variability in
Language Learning. Cognitive approaches in language
acquisition emphasize the importance of mental processing
in developing syntactic flexibility. Processability Theory
[10] suggests that language learners progress through
predictable stages where their syntactic abilities evolve
from fixed to increasingly complex patterns. As learners
reach higher stages of cognitive processing, they begin to
demonstrate greater syntactic variability, which is
indicative of advanced interlanguage development.
VanPatten’s [13]. Input Processing Model proposes that
learners must first focus on understanding the meaning of
new structures before fully processing their syntactic forms.
As learners become more proficient, they integrate various
syntactic structures into their output. This model explains
why syntactic variability typically emerges at later stages of
proficiency as learners become more adept at processing
and producing diverse syntactic forms.

Role of Syntactic Variability in Communicative
Competence. Syntactic variability plays a significant role in
developing communicative competence, particularly in
terms of fluency, accuracy, and adaptability. Canale and
Swain’s [3] model of communicative competence
highlights grammatical competence, which includes
knowledge of syntax, as well as discourse competence,
which involves the ability to produce cohesive and coherent
language. Syntactic variability allows learners to form
diverse sentence structures, contributing to coherence and
cohesion in speech and writing. Studies by Ellis [5] suggest
that learners who demonstrate greater syntactic variability
can adjust their language to align with different
sociolinguistic contexts, thus exhibiting higher levels of
communicative adaptability. This variability aids in the
development of pragmatic skills by allowing learners to
choose syntactic structures that fit the context, such as
using indirect speech or more formal constructions in
professional settings.
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Teaching Approaches to Promote Syntactic Variability.
Several instructional approaches can promote syntactic
variability in foreign language education. Task-based
language teaching (TBLT) emphasizes using language in
real-life contexts, which encourages learners to experiment
with different structures [12]. By engaging in tasks that
necessitate varied sentence types, learners are encouraged
to develop a broader range of syntactic structures,
enhancing their syntactic flexibility and overall language
proficiency. The use of corpus-based instruction has also
shown promise in promoting syntactic variability. Corpus
linguistics provides students with exposure to authentic
language use, where they can observe and practice diverse
syntactic structures in context [2]. Through corpus analysis,
learners can identify patterns in syntax and attempt to apply
these in their own language production.

Challenges in Developing Syntactic Variability.
Developing syntactic variability presents challenges,
especially for learners with low exposure to the target
language. Learners often rely on fixed phrases and
structures from their native language, a phenomenon known
as transfer, which can limit syntactic variability.
Additionally, studies by Housen & Kuiken [7] indicate that
syntactic complexity does not always equate to syntactic
variability, as learners may use complex structures
repetitively rather than experimenting with a range of
options. Instructing students on syntactic variability
requires a careful balance between focusing on accuracy
and promoting experimentation. Overemphasis on accuracy
can discourage risk-taking, while too much focus on
fluency may result in errors that hinder communicative
clarity [8]. Effective pedagogical strategies must therefore
encourage students to explore diverse syntactic forms
without sacrificing coherence and grammatical accuracy.

Discussion. The concept of syntactic variability in
foreign language learning is central to developing linguistic
flexibility and proficiency. Syntactic variability refers to the
range of structures and forms a language user can employ
to convey similar ideas, adjusting for factors such as
context, formality, and communicative intent. This
variability plays a significant role in the acquisition of a
foreign language, as it not only influences comprehension
and fluency but also impacts learners’ ability to convey
nuanced meaning, adapt to different conversational
contexts, and achieve linguistic accuracy.

Importance of Syntactic Variability in Language
Acquisition
In language learning, syntactic variability allows

learners to move beyond rote memorization and rigid
sentence patterns, encouraging them to experiment with and
internalize a broader array of structures. For instance, in
English, one might say «I am going to the store» or vary it
with «I’'m heading to the store» or «lI plan to go to the
store.» Such flexibility helps learners adapt their language
use to diverse social situations and cultural nuances, which
is essential for effective communication.

When learners can manipulate syntax, they demonstrate
an understanding of the underlying grammar and rules
governing sentence structure in the target language. This
adaptability contributes to improved cognitive processing in
language acquisition, where the learner not only memorizes
isolated forms but also understands how to modify syntax
to express ideas accurately.
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Pedagogical Approaches to Syntactic Variability

Task-Based  Learning:  Task-based  approaches
encourage students to apply various syntactic structures in
practical, meaningful tasks. For instance, activities that
simulate real-life scenarios such as making requests, giving
instructions, or sharing opinions require students to adapt
their language structures according to purpose. This
experiential method helps learners see syntax as functional
rather than fixed, promoting a mindset of flexible
expression.

Contrastive Analysis and Paraphrasing Exercises: A
focus on paraphrasing encourages learners to experiment
with different syntactic forms to convey the same meaning.
By rephrasing sentences, learners engage with the diverse
syntactic options available in the target language,
enhancing their ability to select the most contextually
appropriate form. Contrastive analysis, where students
compare structures in their native and target languages, also
aids in identifying and practicing syntactic variability,
helping learners to avoid direct translation and think in the
target language’s unique syntax.

Interactive Grammar Teaching: Grammar instruction
that goes beyond prescriptive rules allows students to see
syntax as a dynamic tool rather than a set of static formulas.
Activities like sentence combining, sentence
transformations, and error correction encourage learners to
practice diverse structures and improve their understanding
of how different syntactic forms can affect tone, emphasis,

and clarity.
Benefits of Syntactic Variability in Communication
Skills. ~ Syntactic  variability = enhances  learners’

communicative competence, making them more adept at
managing different registers, achieving stylistic nuances,
and responding to context-specific language requirements.
In conversational contexts, for example, syntactic flexibility
enables learners to use colloquial forms or contractions in
informal settings, while favoring more complex or formal
structures in academic or professional exchanges. Such
adaptability is key to navigating cultural nuances and
establishing rapport with native speakers, as it demonstrates
not only linguistic skill but also cultural awareness.

Challenges and Solutions in Teaching Syntactic
Variability. Overreliance on Basic Structures: One common
challenge is that learners, particularly at beginner levels,
tend to overuse basic structures due to limited vocabulary
or unfamiliarity with varied syntactic forms. Educators can
address this by gradually introducing more complex
sentence structures and providing consistent practice
through varied examples, thus encouraging learners to step
beyond basic constructs.

Difficulty with Transfer from Native Language:
Learners often face difficulty applying syntactic rules from
the target language without interference from their native
language. Educators can use contrastive exercises to
highlight specific differences and create awareness about
syntactic flexibility. This approach encourages learners to
recognize that certain structures in the target language may
have no direct equivalent in their native language, fostering
independent language processing skills.

Developing Contextual Sensitivity: Adapting syntax
according to situational demands requires learners to
understand the social or cultural context of interactions.
This skill can be developed through role-playing exercises,
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where learners practice using different syntactic forms for
varied contexts, thereby strengthening their pragmatic
awareness and ability to adjust language accordingly.

Implications for Future Research and Language
Education. The concept of syntactic variability in foreign
language education underscores the importance of dynamic
grammar instruction that emphasizes functional usage over
rigid form. Future research could explore methods for
incorporating syntactic variability at different proficiency
levels and in wvarious cultural contexts, particularly
examining how learners of different linguistic backgrounds
respond to variability-based instruction.

In conclusion, fostering syntactic variability in foreign
language learning helps students achieve greater fluency,
adaptability, and communicative competence. By
encouraging the flexible use of syntax, educators can
cultivate more proficient language users who are better
prepared to navigate the complexities of real-world
communication. This approach not only builds language
skills but also promotes critical thinking and cultural
sensitivity, enriching learners’ overall language experience.

Conclusion. Thus, syntactic variability is essential for

approaches that foster syntactic experimentation and
exposure to varied sentence structures, educators can help
learners develop the flexibility to navigate different
communicative situations. While challenges exist in
promoting syntactic variability, balanced instruction can
equip learners with the syntactic tools needed for effective
language use. Incorporating the concept of syntactic
variability into foreign language learning enhances
students’ adaptability and fluency by exposing them to
diverse sentence structures and syntactic choices. This
approach not only deepens their understanding of
grammatical frameworks but also fosters an ability to
navigate nuanced and context-dependent language usage.
Through syntactic variability, learners gain tools to express
ideas with precision and stylistic flexibility, a critical asset
for both comprehension and expression in complex
communicative settings. Ultimately, an emphasis on
syntactic diversity equips students to apply language
creatively and effectively, bridging the gap between
structured learning and authentic, real-world language use.
This methodology supports the development of a
comprehensive communicative competence, essential for

achieving fluency, communicative competence, and mastering a foreign language in a globalized and
adaptability in a foreign language. By incorporating linguistically diverse environment.
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REZYUME. Ushbu maqolada sintaktik o‘zgaruvchanlik, turli xil jumla tuzilmalarini yaratish va tushunish qobiliyati
bilan bog‘liq bo‘lib, chet tilini o‘zlashtirishda hal giluvchi o‘rin egallashi haqida so‘z etiladi. Bu kontsepsiya kommunikativ
vaziyat, magsad va madaniy kontekstga qarab turli sintaktik shakllardan foydalanish va jumla konstruktsiyalarini
moslashtirish uchun moslashuvchanlikni o‘z ichiga oladi. Muallifning ta’kidlashicha, sinfda sintaktik o‘zgaruvchanlikka
e’tibor qaratish, talabalar turli jumla tuzilmalari bilan tajriba o‘tkazadigan va o‘zgarishlarning ma’noga qanday ta’sir
qilishini kuzatadigan dinamik o‘quv muhitini rivojlantirishi mumkin.

PE3IOME. B 3710i1 cTaThe paccMaTpuBaeTCs CHHTAKCUYECKash H3MEHUYHUBOCTD, CTIOCOOHOCTH MPOU3BOUTh U MMOHUMATD
pa3H006pa3Hble CTPYKTYPbL npe,unoxceﬂnﬁ, KOTOpasi Urpact pellarolyr0 pojib B OCBOCHHMHU HMHOCTPAHHOI'O A3bIKA. OTta
KOHICIIIKUA OXBAaTbIBACT THOKOCTb HCIIOJIB30BAHUS Ppa3JIMYHbIX CHUHTAKCHUYCCKHUX (bOpM n ajarnTtanuu KOHCTp}IKIII/Iﬁ
npezmoxceﬂnﬁ B 3aBUCHUMOCTHU OT KOMMYHI/IKaTI/IBHoﬁ CUTyallu, eI U KYJbTYPHOI'O KOHTEKCTA. ABTOp YTBEPIKAACT, YTO
B KJIacce€ COCpE€AOTOYCHUE BHHUMaHUA Ha CHUHTAKCUYECKON W3MEHUYMBOCTH MOMKET CIOCOOCTBOBATH CO31aHUIO
JTUHAMHAYECKOH cpeibl 00yIeHHS, B KOTOPOH ydaluecs 3KCIIEPUMEHTHPYIOT € PA3INIHBIMU CTPYKTYPaMHU MPEUIOKEHUH 1
Ha6HIOJIaIOT, KaK TOHKHEC U3MCHCHMHSA BIIUSAOT HA CMBICII.

SUMMARY. This article deals with the syntactic variability, the capacity to produce and comprehend diverse sentence
structures, plays a crucial role in mastering a foreign language. This concept encompasses the flexibility to use various
syntactic forms and adapt sentence constructions depending on the communicative situation, purpose, and cultural context.
The author states that in the classroom, focusing on syntactic variability can foster a dynamic learning environment where
students experiment with different sentence structures and observe how subtle changes impact meaning.
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