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Rezyume. Mazkur maqolada red va blue rang atamalarining semantik va ramziy salohiyati kognitiv          

tilshunoslik va lingvomadaniyatshunoslik doirasida tahlil qilinadi. Olingan natijalar red va blue rang atamalari 

«yadro – periferiyа» tipidagi semantik tuzilishga ega ekanini hamda universal kognitiv mexanizmlar bilan bir 

qatorda madaniy xususiyatlarga xos konseptualizatsiyalarni ham aks ettirishini ko‘rsatadi. 

Ключевые слова: цветовая терминология, red, blue, когнитивная лингвистика, лингвокультурология, 

концептуальная метафора, семантическое поле. 

Резюме. В статье рассматривается семантический и символический потенциал цветообозначений red 

и blue в рамках когнитивной лингвистики и лингвокультурологии. Полученные результаты                  

демонстрируют, что red и blue обладают семантической структурой типа «ядро – периферия» и           

отражают как универсальные когнитивные механизмы, так и культурно-специфические                      

концептуализации. 
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Summary. This article examines the semantic and symbolic potential of the color terms red and blue within 

the framework of cognitive linguistics and cultural linguistics. The results demonstrate that red and blue exhibit 

a core–periphery semantic structure and reflect both universal cognitive mechanisms and culture-specific     

conceptualizations. 

 

Introduction. Color perception is one of the most 

basic forms of human interaction with the surrounding 

world, and its linguistic representation plays a crucial 

role in cognition and communication. From an early 

stage of linguistic development, color terms become 

essential tools for categorizing reality, structuring  

experience, and expressing evaluation. In linguistics, 

color terminology has long been regarded as a       

productive field of research due to its interdisciplinary 

nature, situated at the intersection of semantics,     

cognition, culture, and anthropology. 

The scientific interest in color terms was           

significantly shaped by the work of Berlin and Kay 

(1969), who proposed a universalist model of basic 

color terms and their evolutionary development [1]. 

According to this model, languages tend to develop 

color vocabularies in a predictable order. However, 

subsequent research has shown that while perceptual 

mechanisms may be universal, the semantic and   

symbolic interpretation of colors is deeply influenced 

by cultural and historical factors [2]. This shift in   

perspective led to the recognition of color terms as 

linguocultural concepts rather than purely descriptive 

lexical items. 

Within cognitive linguistics, color terms are       

understood as conceptual categories that emerge from 

embodied experience and are structured by metaphor 

and metonymy. They often function as source        

domains for abstract conceptualization, allowing 

speakers to describe emotions, moral values, social 

relations, and ideological positions. In this respect, 

color terms contribute to the formation of the          

linguistic worldview, reflecting how a particular    

culture interprets and evaluates reality. 

Among basic color terms, red and blue occupy a 

central position in many languages. These colors are 

associated with strong emotional and symbolic    

meanings and frequently appear in idiomatic          

expressions, metaphors, and cultural symbols. Red is 

commonly linked to intensity, passion, danger, and 

vitality, whereas blue is associated with calmness, 

depth, stability, and emotional distance. At the same 



                                                                                       Ilim hám jámiyet. №1.2026 

                                                                                                                          72 
 

time, these associations are not fixed and may vary 

depending on cultural context and communicative  

situation. 

The aim of the present study is to analyze the    

semantic structure and symbolic potential of the color 

terms red and blue from a linguocultural and cognitive 

perspective. The objectives of the research include 

identifying their core and peripheral meanings,        

examining their metaphorical extensions, and         

revealing their role in shaping cultural models and 

evaluative patterns in language. 

Materials and methods. The study is based on a 

qualitative methodological framework grounded in 

cognitive linguistics and linguoculturology. The     

research material includes lexical definitions of the 

color terms red and blue from authoritative English 

dictionaries, as well as phraseological units and      

idiomatic expressions containing these color terms. 

Additional examples were drawn from literary texts 

and academic discourse to illustrate metaphorical and 

symbolic usage. 

The analysis combines several interrelated     

methods. Semantic analysis was employed to          

distinguish between denotative and connotative   

meanings of color terms. Conceptual analysis was 

used to reconstruct the cognitive structure of the color 

concepts, focusing on the distinction between core and 

peripheral meanings. Metaphorical analysis was   

conducted in accordance with the principles of       

conceptual metaphor theory proposed by Lakoff and 

Johnson (1980), which views metaphor as a           

fundamental cognitive mechanism rather than a      

stylistic device. Linguocultural interpretation was  

applied to identify cultural values and symbolic   

meanings encoded in color terminology [3]. 

The integration of these methods allows for a   

comprehensive examination of color terms as        

cognitive and cultural phenomena embedded in      

language. 

Results. The analysis shows that the color terms 

red and blue exhibit a complex semantic structure  

organized around a perceptual core and multiple    

layers of peripheral meanings. At the core level, both 

terms denote specific visual properties. Red is        

associated with the color of blood and fire and is   

characterized by high intensity and visual salience. 

Blue is associated with the color of the sky and water 

and is characterized by coolness and depth. These 

basic meanings are stable and widely shared, forming 

the nucleus of the semantic field. 

Beyond the perceptual core, both color terms     

develop a wide range of metaphorical meanings. The 

data indicate that red is frequently used to              

conceptualize emotional intensity, danger, prohibition, 

and urgency. Expressions such as red alert, see red, 

and red line illustrate how the color term is mapped 

onto abstract domains related to emotion and social 

regulation. In political and administrative discourse, 

red may also symbolize ideology or excessive        

regulation, as in red tape. 

In contrast, blue often functions as a metaphor for 

emotional states associated with sadness or calmness, 

as reflected in expressions such as feel blue. At the 

same time, blue may encode social status and         

authority, as in blue blood, or professional identity, as 

in blue-collar. The expression out of the blue    

demonstrates how the color term can also convey the 

idea of suddenness and unpredictability [4]. 

At the symbolic level, red and blue function as  

culturally marked signs that extend beyond language 

into social practices, rituals, and visual symbolism. 

Red is often associated with celebration, love, and  

vitality, but it may simultaneously symbolize danger 

or aggression. Blue is commonly linked to trust,     

stability, and authority, which explains its frequent 

use in institutional and corporate contexts. The       

coexistence of positive and negative meanings within 

the same color term highlights the dynamic and      

context-dependent nature of color symbolism. 

Discussion. The results of the study confirm that 

red and blue function as complex linguocultural    

concepts rather than simple descriptive adjectives. 

Their semantic structure reflects the interaction      

between embodied perception and cultural              

interpretation. The core perceptual meanings provide 

the foundation for metaphorical extension, while    

cultural experience determines the specific evaluative 

and symbolic associations. 

The findings support the cognitive linguistic view 

that metaphor plays a central role in the semantic   

development of color terms. Through metaphorical 

mapping, colors become powerful tools for           

conceptualizing abstract domains such as emotion, 

morality, and social organization. At the same time, 

the study demonstrates that color symbolism cannot 

be fully explained by universal cognitive mechanisms 

alone. Cultural context plays a decisive role in     

shaping how colors are evaluated and interpreted. 

These observations are consistent with previous   

research in cognitive semantics and linguoculturology, 

which emphasizes the interdependence of language, 

cognition, and culture. The analysis of red and blue 

illustrates how color terms contribute to the           

construction of the linguistic worldview and reflect 

culturally specific models of experience. 

Conclusion. The present study has shown that    

the color terms red and blue possess rich semantic  

and symbolic potential within the linguistic system. 

Their meanings extend far beyond the designation     

of visual properties and encompass emotional,      

evaluative, and cultural dimensions. The analysis 

highlights the importance of considering both       

cognitive and linguocultural factors in the study of 

color semantics. 
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The findings suggest that color terms serve as    

key elements in the conceptualization of reality       

and play an important role in intercultural            

communication. Future research may expand the 

scope of the study by including cross-linguistic    

comparisons or diachronic analysis to explore changes 

in color symbolism over time. 
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