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Introduction. Grammar has always been
considered an important part of English language
teaching, especially in the context of teaching English
as a second language (ESL) [4]. Prepositions are
fundamental components of the English language,
crucial for understanding sentence structure and
conveying meaning. Despite their importance, they
are often considered challenging for young learners,
particularly those learning English as a second
language. The difficulty lies in their abstract nature,
multiple meanings, and context-dependent usage.
Here it is tried to explore the role of prepositions in
English language teaching to young learners, focusing
on the difficulties they face and the instructional
strategies that can facilitate better understanding. By
reviewing existing research and teaching practices,
this article aims to provide insights into how
prepositions can be effectively taught in primary
school settings.

Prepositions, which are words that indicate
relationships between nouns (or pronouns) and other
words in a sentence, play a critical role in defining
spatial, temporal, and abstract relationships. For
instance, prepositions such as "on,"” "in," "under,"
"before,” and "after" are commonly used in both
written and spoken language. However, their
meanings can shift based on context, which makes
them particularly challenging for young learners,
especially those who are new to the English language.
While prepositions are often taught in isolation in
English classrooms, understanding how they function
in context is essential for meaningful language
acquisition.

Literature Review. Prepositions are integral to
forming accurate and meaningful sentences in
English, yet they present a significant challenge to
young learners. According to Mukundan, grammar,
particularly the teaching of prepositions, is a critical
part of English language instruction, especially for
ESL learners [4]. Research indicates that prepositions
are often overlooked in ESL classrooms, where
educators tend to focus on other grammatical
structures, such as verb tenses or sentence
construction. As a result, prepositions remain one of
the most problematic aspects of English grammar for
many learners.

Studies show that prepositions are particularly
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difficult for learners because their meanings can be
abstract and context-dependent. For example, the
preposition "on" can refer to physical placement (“The
book is on the table") or describe a time (“The
meeting is on Monday"). These varying meanings can
confuse learners, especially when their native
language does not have equivalent prepositional
structures or when they rely on different linguistic
patterns [3].

Research has shown that prepositions are often
taught in isolation, with few connections to real-life
use. Many English textbooks present prepositions
through lists or general rules, but they fail to
emphasize how prepositions function in specific
contexts. This approach limits students' understanding
and often leads to incorrect usage. For example, a
student may understand that "on" is used for physical
placement but may struggle when using "on" in
temporal contexts, such as "on Monday" or “on the
5th of June."”

It is argued that errors in prepositional usage are
some of the most common among ESL learners. They
assert that students often struggle with understanding
the nuanced meanings of prepositions and the subtle
differences between them. This is particularly true
when learners' first languages have very different
grammatical systems or lack certain prepositional
structures entirely.

Discussion. The challenges associated with
teaching prepositions to young learners are
multifaceted. First, many young learners struggle with
the abstract nature of prepositions, as they often do
not have direct equivalents in their native languages.
For instance, in some languages, postpositions (words
that function similarly to prepositions but follow the
noun) are used instead of prepositions, creating
confusion for learners when they are required to use
prepositions in English. This can lead to significant
misunderstandings, as learners attempt to transfer the
structures of their native languages into English.

The context-dependent meaning of prepositions
adds another layer of complexity. A preposition like
"under" can convey different meanings depending on
whether it is used in spatial, temporal, or metaphorical
contexts. For example, "under the table" refers to a
physical location, while "under pressure™ refers to a
metaphorical or psychological state. This variation
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often overwhelms young learners, leading to common
errors such as misplacing prepositions or using the
wrong one in a given context.

The sheer number of prepositions in English and the
absence of consistent rules for their usage contribute
to the difficulty. Unlike other parts of speech,
prepositions do not always follow predictable
patterns. For example, learners might confuse "in" and
"on" when talking about location ("in the room" vs.
"on the table") or time ("on the weekend" vs. "in the
morning"). These subtle differences require learners to
have not only a deep understanding of each
preposition’s meaning but also the ability to select the
correct one based on context.

Effective teaching strategies are essential to
overcoming these challenges. It is clear from the
literature that incorporating visual aids, multimedia
tools, and contextualized exercises can significantly
enhance learners’ understanding of prepositions.
Using images, videos, and interactive activities allows
students to experience prepositions in action,
facilitating a more concrete understanding of their
meaning. For example, using pictures to depict spatial
relationships (e.g., a ball on a table, a cat under a
chair) can help students grasp the core concepts of
prepositions in a more engaging way. Visual aids can
also help bridge the gap for ESL learners who may
struggle with abstract concepts.

Teachers should emphasize the use of prepositions
in real-life  contexts, moving beyond rote
memorization of rules and focusing on practical
usage. Activities such as storytelling, role-playing,
and guided conversations provide ample opportunities
for learners to practice prepositions in context,
allowing them to internalize their meanings and uses.
By involving students in dynamic and interactive
exercises, teachers can create an immersive learning
environment where prepositions are not just rules to
memorize but tools for effective communication.

One of the most effective ways to teach
prepositions is through experiential learning. In this
approach, learners are exposed to real-world scenarios
where prepositions are used in meaningful ways. For
example, teachers can create role-playing scenarios
where students must describe spatial relationships,

such as placing objects "on," "under,” or "next to" one
another. This active engagement with the material
allows students to apply prepositions in real contexts,
making the learning process both engaging and
practical.

Providing students with ample opportunities to
practice through guided exercises and games can help
reinforce prepositional concepts [9]. Games that
involve movement, such as "Simon Says" or
interactive digital games, can be particularly useful in
helping students learn prepositions in a fun and
interactive way.

Conclusion. Prepositions are a crucial component
of English grammar, and their effective teaching is
vital for the language development of young learners.
Despite the challenges they pose, there are numerous
strategies that can be employed to help students
master prepositions. The use of contextualized
teaching, multimedia resources, and active learning
techniques can significantly improve young learners’
understanding and use of prepositions. Educators
should be mindful of the complexities of prepositions
and strive to create engaging, meaningful lessons that
allow students to fully grasp the various contexts in
which prepositions are used.

Incorporating prepositions into broader
communicative activities ensures that students can
relate the abstract concept of prepositions to real-life
experiences, thus deepening their understanding. By
focusing on active learning and contextualization,
educators can create a learning environment that
promotes long-lasting retention and accurate
application of prepositional knowledge.

Further research into classroom practices and the
role of multimedia tools in teaching prepositions
could provide valuable insights into improving
instructional approaches for young ESL learners.
Additionally, exploring how prepositional knowledge
can be integrated with other grammatical structures in
language acquisition could open new pathways for
more holistic teaching methods. As the field of
language education continues to evolve, prepositions
should remain a key area of focus for educators
seeking to enhance the communicative abilities of
their students.
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REZYUME. Ushbu maqola yosh o‘quvchilarga ingliz tilini o‘rgatishda predloglarni o‘rgatishning ahamiyatini
o‘rganadi. Tadgiqot yosh o‘quvchilarning predloglarni o‘zlashtirishdagi duch keladigan giyinchiliklarini o‘rganadi va bu
muammolarni bartaraf etish uchun samarali pedagogik yondashuvlarni muhokama giladi. Tegishli adabiyotlarni ko‘rib
chigish va sinfdagi amaliyotlarni tahlil gilish orgali magola predloglarning o‘quvchilarning kommunikativ gobiliyatlarini
oshirishdagi muhim rolini ta’kidlaydi.

PE3IOME. [larHas paboTa ucCCleayeT BaKHOCTh IIPETOAABaHMS MPEIJIOTOB MIIAAIINM YYaIIIMCS B paMKaxX 00ydeHuUs
aHIIMHACKOMY A3BIKY. B ucciienoBaHuM paccMaTpUBaIOTCA TPYOHOCTH, ¢ KOTOPBIMHM CTaJKMBAIOTCS MOJIOJABIE ydallluecs
Impu OCBOCHUU MNPEAJIOrOB, a TaKKe o6cy>1<,ua}0Tc51 S(b(l)eKTI/IBHLIe MNEeAarornieCKue mnoAxobl, HalpaBJICHHLIC Ha
MMpeoOAOJICHUEC I3TUX prIlHOCTeﬁ. Ha ocHoBe 063opa aKTyaHLHOfI JIATEpATyYpbl U aHalin3a IPAKTUK B KJIACCC, CTATbhA
NMOAYCPKUBACT KIIFOYEBYIO POJIb MPEIJIOTOB B YIYUIICHUN KOMMYHUKATUBHBIX crocoOHocTeR yqaimuxcs.

SUMMARY. This article explores the importance of teaching prepositions to young learners in English language
instruction. The study examines the challenges young learners face in mastering prepositions and discusses effective
pedagogical approaches to overcome these challenges. By reviewing relevant literature and analyzing classroom practices,
the paper highlights the critical role prepositions play in enhancing learners' communicative abilities.
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JomkonbHas CypAOTIeIaroruKa SBIIIETCS  IIKOJNBHOW CypIOIEAaroruky, KOTopas B OOJbIIeit
KITFOUEBOW O0JIaCTHIO, HANIPABJICHHONW HAa BOCIUTAHHWE CTENEHH OPUEHTHPOBAaHA Ha y4eOHYIO W TpodeccHo-
1 o0ydyeHHe JeTel ¢ HapyIICHUSMH CIyXa C CaMOro  HaJbHYIO MOJIFOTOBKY, JOMIKOJIbHAS CypOTIeqarornka
paHHEero Bo3pacTa N0 TMOCTYIUICHHS B IIKOJNy. DTOT  HampaBieHa Ha IIOATOTOBKY peOeHKa K KU3HU B
JKU3HEHHBIN 3Tal KPUTHYECKH BaXKEH Il QOpMHpO-  OOIIeCTBe, Ha pa3BUTHE €ro HHIWBUIYaIbHBIX
BaHUS KOTHUTHBHBIX, PEUYEBBIX W COLUANBHBIX HABBHIKOB, KOTOpPhIE IMOMOTAlOT €My  VCIIeIIHO
HaBHIKOB peOeHKa. B COBpPEeMEHHBIX VYCIOBHSIX  aJalTHPOBATHCA.

JIOIITKOJIbHASL CYP/IOTIeIarOrMKa COYeTaeT TPAJUIINOH- OcHoBHoO#i 3jemMeHT. Kpome TOrO, JOMIKOIBHAS
HblE METOJBl C HOBBIMH IIOAXOJIaMH, KOTOpBIE CYpJOIENaroruka akTUBHO WCIIOJNB3YET TOCTHKECHHS
WCTIONB3YIOT JOCTH)KCHUS MEIUIMHBI, TICUXOJIOTUA U MEIUIMHBI, TICUXOJOTHMH W  TEXHOJOTHH I
TexHooruit. OCHOBOW yCIIENIHOTO OO0y4YeHHs AeTel ¢ pa3paboTKM HOBBIX METOIMYECKHMX M TMOIXOJOB K
HapYIICHUSIMH CITyXa SBIISETCS MEXIUCIUIUIMHAPHBIA ~ OOYYeHHI0O M BOCHHTaHWIO neTedl. HHOBalmoHHEIE
MOJXO0M, OOBEAUHAIOUIMKA YCHIMSA CHEIHAIMCTOB M3  METOABI KOPPEKIHMH CIYXOBBIX MPOCTPAHCTB, a4 TAKKE
pasnuuHblX ~ oOxnacteil. Takoe  B3aMMOJEHCTBME  HCIONB30BAHME  COBPEMEHHBIX  TEXHOJIOTHUECKHX
MO3BOJISIET HE TOJBKO MOBBICUTH KA4eCTBO OOY4EHHUs, CpeACTB (HampuMmep, CIyXOBBIX  ammapaTtoB H
HO W OONETrYyuTh HHTETpAIMI0 JIeTell B o0mecTBo. wuMIianTtaTtoB). CM pucyHOoK (1) u (2).

Wnterpanuss rnyxoro B COOOIIECTBO  CIBILIAIINX
Bcerga  Obula  OOHOM W3 TJaBHBIX  3a/1ad
CYpAONENaroruki M IYTEBOJHOW TOYKOH YCWIHH,
HarpaBJIeHHBIX Ha ero oOpazoBanue [1].

IIpenmer  HOMIKOJBHON  CypAONEJATOTMKH.
JlomkonbHas CypIOIE€Aarornka Kak — OTAEIbHOE
HanpaBJIeHHUE B CHCTEME CypAONENarorHuecKux Hayk
SBIISIETCS. OTBETOM HA OCOOCHHOCTH Mcuxoduzndec-
KOTO pa3BUTHA AETell ¢ HapyUICHUSIMH cilyXa. OTH
O0COOCHHOCTH TPEeOYIOT NPUMEHEHUS CIEIHAbHBIX
METOAOB OOYYEeHHS M BOCIUTAHUS, OTIUYHBIX OT
TPaJUIMOHHBIX IIKOJBHBIX MOAXO0A0B. B oTnmuue ot

Puc (1) koxneapuas umnianmayusi 6 sude annapama
Puc (2) Hosuvuii ciyxosoti umnianm
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